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Young Turks Offer Little for the Future

THE SUN. SUNDAY,

FEBRUARY 10, 1918,

—

Dr. Stuermer, German Army Officer and Writer, Who Repudiated His Country’s Activ-
ities in Asta Minor, Tells of Ruling Party’s Intrigues and Price the Nation Is Paying

The sastalments of Dr. Harry
's sensational book, “Two War
Years in Constantinople,” already
printed in THE SUN, supplied proof of
Germany's complicity in the massacres
of the Armemians by the Turks; de-
scribed Germany’s attempt to commit
amother crime against civilization by
imciting the Mokammedins to a holy
war, and gave an account of the race
fanaticism of the Young Turks. The
extracts printed below give striking pic-
tures of the leaders of the Young Turks
and forecast Turkey's future.

Dr. Stuermer is a German. He served
in the German army at the beginniag of
the war. His observations of German

in Constantinople converted
kim inte an opponemt and a critic of
the Germau Goverameat. His book has
attracted wide sttention in Europe as
that of a patriotic German whose con-
science forced him to tell the truth.
By DR. HARRY STUERMER.
Copyvight, 1918, by George H. Doran (o
HILE fanatical sdienturers and
money grubbing deputies paid
by the easily duped German Finluissy
were preaching a perfectly asdess “Holy
War™ on the coufines of the Araluan ter-
ritory «! the Turkish Empire, “the hang
man's pﬂile'_\“ of Djrmal Pashua, Lhe com-
mander of the Fourth Osmanic Army, aml
Naval Misister, had been for a long tine
in full s=ing in the old ewilezed land
of Syria azainst the best famibies among
the Molhammedan as well a2 the Christian
population.

Here again the Young Turkish Govern-
ment assvmed the existence of a wide-
spread couspiracy and a Syrian and Aru-
bian Separatist movement toward auton-
omy, which was to free these lands from
Tuarkish rule and to be esiablished under
Anglo-French protection.

Neo Doubt of Djemal’'s Methods.

Any one who has enee watelied liow (e
commitiee in Stamboul made a pretext of
events on the borders of Cancasia 1o ex
terminate a whole people, including woin-
en and ehildren, even in western and cen-
tral Auvatolia sod the eapital, ean no
longer b in the least doabl as te the
methods emploved by Djeral Pusha, the
“hangman” of Syriurs and Arabs, bow
grossly lie must have exugzerated and wis-
stated the laets to find enoagh vietins
80 that he could lock on for a vear and a
balf with a cigar in Lis mouil —as he him-
pelf boasted —while the flower of Syrian
I.‘Ild Arabian _\'lltl”l. the elige of Sl y
and the uged Lieads of the besi tunulies i
the land were either langed or sl

Any one who has seen this man elose af
hand (whom a German journalist belong-
ing to the Berliner Tageblatt with the
most tnisome flattery once ealled one of
the Lendsomes! men in Turkey) knows
enougli. Small, thick a0t a beard and a
pair of eunuing eruel eyes are the most
promineni fealures ol tave from
which every one wust {uen in disgust who
remewbers the “hangmun's™ part played
by the man.

Slyaess Deceives the French.

Lists

It is extraordinary that Le should sull
pass as pro French in many quariers, and
perhaps it is part of bis siveess to e
gerve thi= rele. Djemal 15 nm pro
Freneli; he is ouly the most caleulatiog
of all the leading men of Turkey.

Djemal’s work is nearing fraition. Ths
eruel executions, lus exmies! breaking ol
promises in Syria, have al any rate con
tributed, along with ether politically more
importan! iendencies which ave been
cleverly utilized by Engluad tor the estal-
lishment of an Arabian Caliphaie, toward
the devisive resull that the Emir of Mera
has revolied agsiost the Turks. The move
meni i< bound to spread. and slowly and
surelv it will roll on [ill it ends in Mo
full aud perfect aeparation froni Turkey
of all Arabic speaking disiricts as Tur as
porthern Syria and the borders of souti.
ern Kurd:stan.

It i< to be avdently hoped that even
this mreat organizer will soon he at the
end o lios tether in Syria and huve to
leave the country where he has kinged 1
royalle for twe years Then, perhaps.
the moment may coms when things are
going <o hadly for the wlole of Turkey
1hat Diems! will st Tast bave the opportu-
pity. o <pate of the fuilure of Lis policy
i Svrin, ol messaring s maditacy
¢ against his hated eaecmy, Enver,
That wonld be the begin
e asirplete

strens
m Soambonl
D oot the fast stage before
collas el Tllfkl'_\r.

Ttire s boen oo Lok of epe=s cur
the war *Il.’il“\' of the

en- o

Young Turkish ‘Guvernment. Fyer sinee
entry  of Turkey into the wur,
there has been a deeply rooted and un-
shakable eonviction among all kinds and
conditions of men, even-in the eircles of
the Pashas and the Court—the people of
Turkey take too little interest in politics
and are compased of Lar to Le.erozeneous
elements for there to be anxthing in the
nature of what we esll “public opinion™ —
that Turkey's alliance with the Central
Powers was a complete mistake and that
it can lead to no good.

The benetit tor the Entente of Turkey's
sympathetic neatrality would have hoen
enormous,  Neilher in Germany nor n
Turkey i< there any doubt whatever in
military eireles that it was Turkey's entry
wite the war on the German side and her
bloeking of the Straits, and so prevent-
mg Kussin tfrom obtaining supplies of
ammunition and other war material that
has so far saved the Central Powers, Had
Turkey remained neutral eonstant streams
ol ammunition would have poursd into
Hussia, Mackensen's offensive would have
had no prospevt st all of sneeess and Gier
many would bave been beaten 1o all in-
tenis and purpeses in 1915,

Guided Toward Germany.

These are opinons expressed lundreds
of times by thoronghly patriotic and an-
telligent Turks who saw bLow the ever
more intensive propaganda work of the
German  Ambassadors, first  Marsehad!
von  Beberstein, then  Fretherr  von
Wangenhenn, gruduslly wormed its way
through opoosition and  prejudies, how
the German military mission in Constan-
tinople tried to turn the Russian hatred
of Germany against Turkey instead, bow,
tinally, those optimists and jingoists on
the “Committee,” who knew as lutle
about  the  trae  position  of  affuirs
throughout the world as they did ot the
itentions of the Enteate or the means at
their disposal, proceeded to guide 1he
ship of state more and more into Cier-
man walers, any reference to
their own people in return for promises
won from Germany of personal power
and matenal advantage.

These were those days of excitement
and smouldering unrest when Admiral
von Souchon of the Goeben and the Bres-
lau, with complete lack of discipline
toward his superior, Djemal Pasha, ac-
ranged with the German Government to
pull off a conp withont Djemal’s knowl
edge—chiefly because he was itehing to
possess the “Pour le Merite™ order—and
satled off with the Turkish fleet (o the
Blark Sea. |1 bave my information
from the former American Ambassador in

the

watlisut

Constantinople, Mr. Morgenthau, who
was furious at the whole affair, |
INote.—Djemal Pasha learned  the

news that Admiral von Sonchon bud bow-
barded Russion ports, and so made war
mevitable, one evening at the club.  xle
with rage, he sprung up and said: “So
be it; but if things go wrong, Souchon
will be the first 1o b hanged.” |

Threw Cards on the Table.

These were the days when Fnver and
Talaat threw all their eards on the table
in that fateful game of To Be or Not to
Be, aund brought on their country,
scareely ve! recovered from the bloodshed
of the Balkun War, » new aod wore ter-
rible sacrifice of her manhood 1n a war
extending over four, and later tive, frouts.

The vonsciousness that Turkey has com-
mitted an unbounded folly has long ago
been horne 1n upon wide ecireles of Turks
m spite of falsified reports and a stnn-
went censorship.

The lute suceessor 1o the throne, Prinee
Vossut' Izzedin Effendi, was the highest
of those in high authority who openely
represeuted the pessimistic anii-war ten-
deney. It was tor this that be was mur
dered or perhaps made 1o commit sucide
by Enver Pasha.

The whole truth about this trazie oe-
currenee can only be sitted 1o the bottom
when the diotators of the “Committee”
are no longer n their plaee amd light
nually breaks on Turkey,  Wheller it
was murder or suweide, the death of the
sivreasor 1o the throne 15 one of the most
dramatie Turkish  history,
and Enver Pasha ha< Iis Wlood, 3¢ well
Wload ol

seandals o

we Tow so many other-, on ins
bl
\-\:.'h ||1-,.

e, e world e aiready heard how

T conneetjon s ational

PRINCE YUSSUF IZZEDIN

Yussul Izzedim was kepl for years under
the despotie Abdul Hamid shut off {rom
the world as a semi-prisoner in his bean
tiful Konak of Sindjirlikuyu, just outside
the gutes of Constantinople, where he be-
came n sufferer from acute nenrasthenia.

Early one morning he was found hing
dead in a pool of his own blood with a
severed artery. He had reecived his death
wound in exactly the same place and ex-
actly the same way as his father, Sultan
Abdul Aziz, who fell a vietim to Abdul
Hamnd's hatred.

So mueh at least seems to he elear, that
I'rinee lzzedin, who was naturally inter-
ested n retaining his aceession 1o the
throne undisturbed and who in spite of
his neorasthenia was man enough to stand
up for lus own nghts, foresuw ruin for
lus kingmdom by Turkes’s entryv into the
war on the side of Germany, He was
more far seeing than the careless adven-
turers and narrow minded funatics of the
“Committec” and recognized that the let
ting zo of the treasured Pan Islamic tra-
ditions of old Sultan Hamid was a gruve
mistuke which wonld lead to the alienation
of the Arabs, and which endangered both
the Ottoman Caliphate and Ottoman rile
in the southern parts of the Empire,

Feared for Future.

Perbaps the “Committee”™ bad some-
thing to lear for the fulure, when the
time came for the reverses now regarded
as mevitahle. Yussul would then make
use of his powerful influence in many
cir¢les—notably among the discontented
retired militury men—1to demand redress
from the “Committec.” FEnver, true to
his unserupulous character, quite har-
dened to the site of Turkish blood, and
determined to stick 1o his post at all cost~
—for it was not only luerative, but flat
tering 1o his vanily - was nol the mon to
stick at trifles with a poor neurasthenie,
who under ithe present military diclator-
ship was absolutelv at his merey. He
therefore decided on cold blooded murder.

The Prince, well aware of the danger
that threatened him, tried at the last mo-
ment to leave the country and flee 1o
safefs. Hie had even taken his tickel, and
intended to start hy the midday Balkan
train next day to travel to Switzerland
vin Giermany. He was forhidden to
travel.

Whether, feehng limsellf thus driven
into a corner and nothing hut death a1
the hand of Enver's erestures <taring Lim
in the face, he killed himselt in despera
tion, or whether, as thousands of people
in Constantinople firmly believe, and <
would scem to he corroborated by the
venelilly accepted, althongh of courae not
potualle verified, tale of a bloody envoun
ter between the marderers and  the
Prinee’s body muard, with ¥iciims on bhoth

siles, he was ncinally assassinated, is not
yet settled, and it is really not » matter of
vast importance.

One thing is clear, and that is that Tzze-
din Effendi did not pay with his life for
any disloval act, but merely tor his per-
sonal and political opposition to Enver.
He is but one on thiz murderer’s long list
of vietims,

A Suspicious “Suicide.”

The numerons doetors, nll well known
ercatures of the “Commiitee” or eusily
won over by intimidation, who set their
names a5 witnesses 1o this “suicide a5 A
result of severe neurasthenia”™ -a most
striking and suspicions similarity o the
case of Abdul Aziz—have not preventsd
one single thinking man in Constantinaple
from forming a correel opinion on the
matter.  The wily Turkish Government
evidently elose this kind of death, just
Like his Pather’s, <o that they conld disg-
nose the symptoms as these of meurahle
neuracthenia.  The opinions of different
people about Prinee Yussuf™s death only
differ u< to whether he was murdered or
compelled o comnil suicide,  “On s

was the ironieal nnd frank com
We will

suiende,”
wen! of one clever Od Turk,
leave it at that,

Fuver has been extraordinarily over-
estimated in Furope. The famons Enver
15 neither a prominent mtellectual lender
nor a good organizer—in this direction he
is far surpassed by Djemal Pasha - nor an
important strategist. In military malters
his positive qualities are personal cour-
age, optimism, snd, consequently, initia-
tive which is never daunted by fear of
conseyences, also cold bloodedness and
determination; but he is entirely lacking
in judgment, power of discrimination,
and largeness of coneeption.

Most Repugnant Person.

ltegarded from a purely personal pomt
of view, Enver Pasha i<, in spite of the
tulsome praise showered on him by Ger-
mans inspired by that most phant unple-
ment, German militarism, one of the most
repugnant  subjects  ever produced by
Turkey. Fven from a purely external
poiat of view his appearanee does not at
all correspond with the pieture of him
generally aceepted in Germany from flat-
tering reports and talsitied photographs.

Small of stature, with quite an ordinary
face, he looks rather, as one of my jour-
nalistic eolleagues said, like & “gardener’s
boy™ than a Viee-Gieneral and War Min-
ister, and any one who ever has the op-
portunity I have so often hud of looking
rerally elosely at him, will ecrtainly be
repelled by his look of vanity and cun-
ning. It was really most painful to have
to listen to lum (he has alwayz heen a bad
and monotonous speaker) in the Scoate
and the lower hiouse at the conclusion of
the Dardanelles eampaign reading lis re-
port in a weak, halting voice, but with the
disdaintul tone of a dictalor.  Lyvery
third word was an *L.”

Besides this, Enver s one of e mosl
vold blooded lars imaginable. Time uud
again there has been no nevcessity for
him 1o say ecertwin things in Parlia-
went, or to make cerluin promises, but ap-
parently Le found eynical enjoyment in
making the people and Parliament feel
their whole inferiority in lins eyes.  VWhat
ean one think, for example, of sucli per-
tormances as this?

Word on Exemption Ignored.

At the end of 1916 when the diseussion
ubont militay serviee for those whoe had
paid the exemplion tax (hedel) was going
on, e gave an unsolicited and solemu
assurance before the whele honse that he
had no intention whatever of calling up
cerlain elasses until the bill had been
tinally pussed and that it would show that
he was really desirous of spuring ecom-
mereial lite as far as possible in the eall-
ing up of men. Exactly two lours aller
this speech the drum resonnded through
all the streels of Stamboul and Pera, ¢all-
ing up all those classes over which Faver
had as yet no power of jurisdiction, and
whicl he said he wanted 10 keep baek be-
canse o lear them away from their em-
ployment would mean the complete disor-
the already =adly  dizor-
dered eommercial Lite of the countey.

In eontrast 1o Talant, who = at 'l'":l-l
intelligent enongh to keep up nppesranees
andd cunning enovgh to bold lumeelt woll

saneation ol

(\Cunlinued on [ollowing  puge.)




